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The	mark	edyth	bulbring	study	guide

Juliet	Seven	(aka	Ettie)	lives	is	Slum	City	in	a	post-catastrophe	version	of	Cape	Town,	South	Africa.	An	event	known	as	the	conflagration	has	left	half	the	moon	dark	and	blasted	and	led	to	the	big	drowning	which	left	old	Cape	Town	submerged.	Ettie	is	destined	for	the	life	of	a	Drudge	serving	the	upper	class	and	an	arranged	marriage	when	she	reaches
16	years	old.	But	Ettie	is	unusual	—	for	one	she	can	read—	and	she	just	may	be	The	Chosen	One.	Chosen	for	what	we	don't	know	yet	but	it	may	be	to	bring	down	the	feudal	society	of	the	State	of	Mangeria	where	she	lives.	Click	to	view	on	EttieAmazon	The	Mark	is	a	dystopean	young	adult	novel.	Being	a	card-carrying	geezer,	I'm	not	in	the	target
demographic.	But	you	know	what,	a	good	story	is	a	good	story	and	this	is	a	good	story	well	told.	I'm	not	about	to	deny	myself	the	pleasure.	Part	of	my	enjoyment	of	dystopean	literature	is	how	the	author	extrapolates	a	possible	future	and	Edyth's	book	is	a	first-rate	piece	of	world	building.	I	can	easily	envisage	that	a	devastated	world	where	the
technology	that	survived	is	in	the	hands	of	the	elite	leading	to	a	feudal	society	where	most	of	the	population	are	Drudges	who	serve	the	Poshes.	This	world	is	harsh,	hostile,	unforgiving.	Drudges	who	are	no	longer	productive	are	discarded,	thrown	out	of	the	city	finish	their	short	lives	as	rejects.	What	technology	remains	is	in	the	hands	of	the	Poshes
and	specifically	the	ruling	Mangerian	families.	They	operate	The	Machine,	a	computer	(we	assume),	that	makes	decisions	on	every	aspect	of	life	in	Mangeria	including	what	work	a	Drudge	will	be	trained	for	and	who	they	will	marry.	The	Drudges	are	kept	under	control	by	the	Locusts,	the	law	enforcement	arm	of	the	justice	department	and	by	their
dependence	on	factory	produced	food.	Ettie	is	a	likable	and	repeatable	strong	female	character.	She	sees	more	and	thinks	more	critically	than	most	of	the	adults	in	her	world.	She	is	adept	at	applying	what	she	calls	her	masks	to	adapt	to	situation	in	which	she	finds	herself.	She	struck	a	deal	with	a	blind	book	collector	who	taught	her	to	read	in
exchange	for	Ettie	reading	to	him.	This	gives	her	access	to	a	world	of	books	and	ideas	and	her	first	person	narrative	is	peppered	with	references	to	stories	such	as	the	Magic	Faraway	Tree	(which	I	also	read	as	a	young	reader),	Alice	in	Wonderland,	and	The	Hobbit.	The	first	half	of	the	book	creates	a	detailed	and	vivid	picture	of	Ettie's	world.	I	found	it
a	believable	world	that	didn't	stretch	credulity.One	of	the	major	detalis	about	this	world	that	should	resonate	with	us	tody	is	that	sunscreen	and	sunglasses	are	now	absolute	necessities.	With	the	climate	change	warnings	we	see	nearly	every	day	this	doesn't	seem	far-fetched.	Also,	little	details,	like	cockroaches	being	on	of	the	few	insects	to	survive
adds	to	relatability	of	the	story.	The	second	half	sees	Ettie	placed	in	service	with	a	Mangerian	family	and	we	begin	to	see	what	happens	behind	the	scenes	and	things	start	coming	together	that	will	propel	the	story	onward.	There	are	fantastical	element	with	Ettie	as	The	Chosen	One	whose	coming	has	been	foretold	and	soothsaying	hadeda	birds.	This
is	where	me	not	being	part	of	the	target	audience	shows.	Back	when	I	was	in	my	early	teens	I	would	have	loved	the	idea	of	being	The	Chosen	One.	Now,	I	find	myself	thinking	that	the	story	would	work	as	well	without	the	mystical	bits	because	of	the	excellent	world-building	and	strong	protagonist.	But	it's	all	good	and	I	look	forward	to	seeing	how
Edyth	develops	The	Chosen	One	plot	line.	The	sequel,	The	Reject	is	now	available	as	an	Amazon	Kindle	edition.	Questions	to	be	answered:	What	is	Ettie's	destiny	as	The	Chosen	One	How	much	of	the	world	is	affected	by	the	post-conflagration	devastation	I	very	much	enjoyed	The	Mark	and	it	is	one	that	I	know	I	would	have	devoured	when	I	was	in	my
early	teens	though	in	the	60s	my	enjoyment	would	have	come	from	excitment	and	escapism.	There	are	a	lot	of	web	articles	about	the	popularity	dystopean	young	adult	fiction	and	a	surprising	number	asking	if	adults	should	be	reading	these	books	(the	answer	is	yes).	"There	tends	to	be	a	common	teen-angst	thing,	like:	'Oh	the	whole	world	is	against
me,	the	whole	world	is	so	screwed	up,'	"	Will	explains.	Teenagers	are	cynical,	adds	Aaron	Yost,	16.	And	they	should	be:	"To	be	fair,	they	were	born	into	a	world	that	their	parents	kind	of	really	messed	up."	Everyone	here	agrees:	The	plots	in	dystopia	feel	super	familiar.	That's	kind	of	what	makes	the	books	scary	—	and	really	good.	Think	of	it	like	this:
Teen	readers	themselves	are	characters	in	a	strange	land.	Rules	don't	make	sense.	School	doesn't	always	make	sense.	And	they	don't	have	a	ton	of	power.	The	fact	that	these	books	offer	a	safety	net,	a	place	where	kids	can	"flirt	with	those	questions	without	getting	into	trouble,"	that's	reason	enough	to	keep	teachers	and	parents	buying	them	off	the
shelf.	Home	>	Edyth	Bulbring	>	The	Mark			New	Authors	New	Books	Coming	Soon	Most	Popular	Top	Authors	In	the	future,	the	world	has	flipped.	Ravaged	by	the	Conflagration,	the	State	of	Mangeria	is	a	harsh	place	where	the	sun	beats	down,	people’s	lives	are	run	by	a	heartless	elite	and	law	is	brutally	enforced.	A	mark	at	the	base	of	the	spine
controls	each	person’s	destiny.	The	Machine	decides	what	work	you	will	do	and	who	your	life	partner	will	be.	Juliet	Seven	–	“Ettie”	–	will	soon	turn	15	and	her	life	as	a	drudge	will	begin,	her	fate-mate	mate	will	be	chosen.	Like	everyone	else,	her	future	is	marked	by	the	numbers	on	her	spine.	But	Ettie	decides	to	challenge	her	destiny.	And	in	so	doing,
she	fulfills	the	prophecy	that	was	spoken	of	before	she	even	existed.	Genre:	Young	Adult	Fantasy	Praise	for	this	book"An	entrancing,	truly	original	novel	packed	with	twists	you	won't	see	coming	and	a	heroine	that	breaks	the	mould.	Unputdownable."	-	Sarah	Lotz	Used	availability	for	Edyth	Bulbring's	The	Mark	December	2016	:	South	Africa
PaperbackTitle:	The	MarkAuthor(s):	Edyth	BulbringISBN:	0-620-72174-X	/	978-0-620-72174-5	(South	Africa	edition)Publisher:	Edyth	BulbringAvailability:	Amazon			Amazon	UK			Amazon	CA			Amazon	AU			December	2016	:	USA,	Australia,	Canada,	UK	Kindle	edition	I	read	this	because	it	is	one	of	the	new	prescribed	books	for	grade	10	at	the	school
where	I'm	doing	observation	at	the	moment.	I'm	a	little	sceptical	of	genre	fiction	being	used	as	prescribed	texts	(even	though	I	obviously	enjoy	science	fiction	and	the	like	in	general)	so	I	wanted	to	see	what	the	rationale	was	in	choosing	a	book	that	is	obviously	following	the	dystopia,	girl-hero	trend.And	after	reading	it,	the	rationale	was	clearly
someone	looking	at	the	cover	and	going	'this	has	a	teenage	girI	read	this	because	it	is	one	of	the	new	prescribed	books	for	grade	10	at	the	school	where	I'm	doing	observation	at	the	moment.	I'm	a	little	sceptical	of	genre	fiction	being	used	as	prescribed	texts	(even	though	I	obviously	enjoy	science	fiction	and	the	like	in	general)	so	I	wanted	to	see	what
the	rationale	was	in	choosing	a	book	that	is	obviously	following	the	dystopia,	girl-hero	trend.And	after	reading	it,	the	rationale	was	clearly	someone	looking	at	the	cover	and	going	'this	has	a	teenage	girl	and	that	Hunger	Games	thing	was	popular,	teenagers	will	like	this,	phew	let's	clock	off	early	today'.	All	other	considerations	aside,	this	book	is	a
terrible	choice	for	a	prescribed	text,	both	for	first	and	second	language	speakers.But	first,	the	good.	I	didn't	give	this	book	only	one	star	because	there	were	some	redeeming	features,	especially	in	the	second	half	when	the	story	takes	off.	The	world	has	some	interesting	aspects	(I	especially	liked	the	use	of	hadeda	birds,	because	I	loathe	them	so	that
got	a	visceral	reaction)	and	with	some	editing	and	further	development	there's	potential	there.However.	There	is	a	whole	lot	wrong	here	(and	keep	in	mind	this	is	a	book	to	teach	from).	The	writing	style	is	juvenile--not	in	terms	of	content,	but	the	actual	structure	and	style.	The	author	uses	no	contractions,	which	I	used	to	do	when	I	was	twelve	because
I	thought	it	sounded	fancier.	It	does	not.	It	makes	your	writing	sound	stilted	and	over-formal,	and	when	the	(first-person)	narrator	is	an	orphan	who	grew	up	in	the	slums,	it	makes	for	a	very	weird,	distant-sounding	voice.	There	are	short,	broken	sentences	lying	around	everywhere,	which	would	have	helped	the	book	read	a	lot	faster	if	it	wasn't	for	the
stilted	language.	Unfortunately,	the	combined	result	is	very	stop-start,	like	someone	who	doesn't	know	how	to	drive.WAIT,	just	reminded	of	a	huge	problem:	the	blurb	on	the	back	of	the	book	holds	ABSOLUTELY	NO	RELATION	to	the	content.	Seriously.	What??	I	was	so	confused	and	kept	waiting	for	the	family-killing	to	start,	but	nope.	Perhaps	the
back	sets	up	the	series	which	this	is	obviously	intended	to	be?	Which	is	a	terrible	choice	and	makes	this	book	even	worse	as	prescribed	literature.Anyway.	Main	character.	Ettie	is	a	decent	character,	but	her	internal	monologue	is	too	sparse,	too	lacking	in	emotion,	and	this	together	with	the	writing	style	kept	me	from	connecting	with	her.	She	states
that	she	has	to	hide	her	true	feelings	all	the	time	so	people	don't	use	them	against	her,	which	is	fair	enough,	good	and	believable	character	trait,	but	then	her	thoughts	need	to	show	her	actual	feelings.	She	is	an	inexplicable	robot	much	of	the	time.This	is	made	worse	by	the	fact	that	for	a	large	part	of	the	story,	Ettie	isn't	really	the	hero.	Or	at	least,
she	is	unaware	of	and	uninvolved	with	the	machinations	going	on	around	her.	I	do	think	that	the	side-kick	or	the	bystander	viewpoint	can	be	interesting,	but	once	you	realise	what's	going	on	it	just	kind	of	makes	her	seem	like	an	idiot.	(view	spoiler)[	Of	course,	she	is	the	actual	Chosen	One,	but	none	of	that	becomes	relevant	in	this	book.	(hide	spoiler)]
She	doesn't	actually	DO	anything,	she	just	survives	for	the	entire	first	half,	and	some	of	the	second.The	world-building,	like	I	said,	had	some	interesting	parts.	Generally,	however,	it	was	really	disjointed,	and	seemed	like	the	author	had	looked	at	all	the	popular	YA	dystopias	of	the	last	5	or	so	years	and	just	took	something	from	each	one.	There	are
references	to	floods,	'conflagrations',	diseases,	no	agriculture	or	normal	food,	but	no	explanations.	Which	is	fine	in	principle;	I	don't	need	to	know	exactly	how	the	world	ended.	But	maybe	pick	ONE	disaster?	Or	explain	the	combination	better.	There	is	also	no	setting,	and	the	names	don't	point	to	any	specific	location	or	culture.	This	is	a	little
disappointing,	since	the	addition	of	some	South	African	flavour	(seriously,	the	hadedas	were	the	best	part)	could	have	done	the	story	a	lot	of	good.If	all	of	the	above	had	been	fixed,	this	would	still	be	a	terrible	prescribed	book	for	one	crucial	reason:	way,	WAY	too	much	new	and	made-up	terminology.	Locusts,	Guardians,	Pulaks,	Rejects,	Drainers,
drudges,	Posh,	fate-mate,	bug	juice,	Labors,	Mangerian	Compound,	Mangerian	families,	Handlers,	wardens,	tellers,	traders,	post-traders,	The	Machine,	marks...	Any	student	who	doesn't	read	this	book	with	intense	attention	(or	doesn't	read	it	at	all,	which,	let's	be	honest,	is	often	the	case),	will	be	hopelessly	lost.	An	okay	book,	but	a	really	bad	idea	for
prescribed	work.	Ask	a	Question	Answers:	1	Asked	by	Carly	J	#719396	Last	updated	by	jill	d	#170087	on	8/2/2021	12:03	PM	Answers:	1	Asked	by	Dillon	L	#1165890	Last	updated	by	jill	d	#170087	on	8/2/2021	11:57	AM	Answers:	1	Asked	by	Dillon	L	#1165890	Last	updated	by	jill	d	#170087	on	8/2/2021	11:56	AM	Answers:	1	Asked	by	Bokamoso	M
#1160956	Last	updated	by	Aslan	on	6/22/2021	8:36	PM	Answers:	1	Asked	by	Sarah	I	#1153569	Last	updated	by	Aslan	on	5/25/2021	9:34	PM	Answers:	1	Asked	by	Mabotse	M	#1150161	Last	updated	by	jill	d	#170087	on	5/19/2021	2:03	PM	Answers:	1	Asked	by	LSG	m	#1026753	Last	updated	by	jill	d	#170087	on	3/31/2021	12:49	PM	Answers:	1
Asked	by	Mahlako	C	#1123437	Last	updated	by	jill	d	#170087	on	3/8/2021	7:08	PM	Answers:	1	Asked	by	Leah	V	#1073397	Last	updated	by	Aslan	on	11/11/2020	4:13	AM	Answers:	1	Asked	by	Thato	M	#1037591	Last	updated	by	Aslan	on	8/15/2020	5:37	PM	Answers:	1	Asked	by	Kholwani	M	#1019637	Last	updated	by	Aslan	on	5/12/2020	4:48	AM
Answers:	1	Asked	by	Trehmar	B	#967577	Last	updated	by	jill	d	#170087	on	1/8/2020	12:43	PM	Answers:	1	Asked	by	Trehmar	B	#967577	Last	updated	by	jill	d	#170087	on	1/8/2020	12:40	PM	Answers:	1	Asked	by	Carly	J	#719396	Last	updated	by	on	7/12/2019	6:19	AM	A	photocopiable	resource	pack	that	offers	excellent	supplementary	material	on
this	title.	‘The	Mark’	by	Edyth	Bulbring	is	an	inspired	choice	for	Grade	10	HL	by	the	DBE.	The	story	takes	place	in	a	fictional,	dystopian	world	along	the	lines	of	‘The	Hunger	Games’	and	‘Divergent’	but	don’t	be	fooled,	it	is	not	just	a	cracking	story	that	has	been	written	in	a	way	that	is	accessible	to	most	young	adults,	the	novel	also	touches	on	issues
relevant	to	South	African	learners	and	provides	a	safe,	fictional	world	to	explore	themes	pertinent	to	us	all.	Macrat’s	resource	pack	offers	an	imaginative	approach	to	the	novel	while	keeping	within	CAPS	guidelines.	The	pack	includes	a	variety	of	questions	and	activities	designed	to	explore	key	elements	of	the	novel	and	to	consolidate	understanding	of
characters	and	themes.	It	also	includes	formal	and	informal	assessment	opportunities.	Apart	from	the	pre-reading	activity,	sections	can	be	taught	in	any	order	to	suit	individual	requirements.	Suggested	answers	are	also	providedTotal	number	of	pages:		31	Language:	English	Genre:	Young	Adult	Fiction	Age	range:	14	-	18	Author(s):	Edyth	Bulbring
Publisher(s):	Tafelberg	Publishers	ISBN:	9780624068815	Price:	R187.00	In	the	future,	the	world	has	flipped.	Ravaged	by	the	Conflagration,	this	is	a	harsh	world	where	the	relentless	sun	beats	down,	peoples	lives	are	run	by	a	heartless	elite	and	law	is	enforced	by	a	brutal	brigade.	A	mark	at	the	base	of	the	spine	controls	each	persons	destiny.	The
Machine	decides	what	work	you	will	do	and	who	your	life	partner	will	be.	In	this	world,	everyone	must	make	their	contribution.	Some	more	than	others.	Juliet	Seven	Ettie	will	soon	turn	15	and	her	life	as	a	drudge	will	begin,	her	fate-mate	mate	will	be	chosen.	Like	everyone	else,	her	future	is	marked	by	the	numbers	on	her	spine.	But	Ettie	decides	to
challenge	her	destiny.	And	in	so	doing,	she	fulfils	the	prophecy	that	was	spoken	of	before	she	even	existed.	Instantly	gripping,	The	Mark’s	first	chapter	has	readers	scrambling	for	some	semblance	of	recognition	in	a	city	that	sounds	like	Johannesburg	but	where	nothing	is	the	same.	It	is	the	futuristic	year	of	264	PC.	Thrust	immediately	into	a	scene	of
chaos,	readers	are	confronted	by	invisible	monsters,	market	nags,	locusts	and	sun	worshippers,	watching	as	thieves	from	the	Slums	dig	for	treasures	in	the	debris.	With	an	instant	connection	to	the	main	characters,	Ettie	is	nearly	caught,	on	purpose,	in	order	that	Kitty	can	get	away	safely.	Their	handler	is	cruel	and	uncaring,	but	Ettie	and	Kitty	must
just	survive	long	enough	to	reach	their	coming	of	age,	where	they	will	then	be	assigned	a	trade,	controlled	by	the	Machine.	Defining	marks	are	etched	onto	their	bodies	to	label	and	box	them	in	sectors	of	production,	so	when	Nicolas	shows	his	interest	in	Ettie,	both	of	them	know	that	he	is	forbidden	to	her.	Left	with	no	choice	but	to	follow	her	heart,	
Ettie	who	loves	only	books,	must	challenge	the	future	of	Mangeria.	Hiding	where	there	were	no	distractions,	I	dived	eagerly	into	The	Mark	and	was	not	disappointed.	The	mysteries	of	this	new	world	lead	the	reader	on	a	fast-paced	adventure	that	is	compelling	and	hauntingly	South	African.	I	wrapped	it	around	me	like	a	second	skin	and	didn’t	come
out	until	the	last	page.	Reminded	of	the	isolated	prawns	in	the	movie	‘District	9’	and	the	children	in	‘The	Thief	Lord’	by	Cornelia	Funke,	Edyth	Bulbring’s	orphans	are	as	memorable.	Existing	in	a	world	bereft	of	innocence,	where	beauty	is	a	fragile	commodity	and	stands	out	noticeably	against	its	surroundings,	the	treasures	of	humanity	must	be
suppressed	and	carefully	secreted	away	to	places	where	none	can	find	them.	As	I	read,	I	found	myself	wanting	more,	desperate	for	further	storytelling	of	this	richly-described	place	that	was	so	familiar,	but	so	horrendous	and	filled	with	evil	and	filth	and	soft	over-ripe	bananas.	To	finally	read	a	dystopian	novel	placed	in	Africa	was	scintillating.	In	the
middle	of	the	book,	The	Mark’s	story	is	split	in	two,	demarcating	one	life	from	another	and	jarring	the	process	of	reading.	Displaced,	I	was	left	to	start	over.	This	stopped	the	flow	and	pace	of	the	story	and	in	coming	up	for	air,	I	found	myself	feeling	curiously	abandoned.	And	yet,	despite	this	disjointed	juxtaposition,	a	feeling	Ettie	goes	through	as	she
joins	the	machine,	Bulbring	manages	to	pull	the	reader	back	in	again	and	whip	them	through	the	pages	so	fast	that	The	Mark	is	over	before	the	reader	is	ready.	This	guarantees	an	exciting,	but	slower,	second	read	of	a	book	that	will	sweep	teens	away.	Perhaps	not	completely	resolved,	The	Mark	is	a	first	in	it’s	field	that	will	pave	the	way	for	future
tales	in	this	genre,	leaving	readers	in	no	doubt	that	when	a	South	African	story	is	richer	than	most	of	its	competitors,	local	storytellers	have	finally	come	home.	These	are	the	stories	we’ve	been	waiting	for.	Review:	The	Mark	By:	NERINE	DORMAN	Before	you	roll	your	eyes	at	what	you	may	consider	to	be	yet	another	YA	Dystopia	read,	you	can	be
reassured	that	The	Mark	by	Edyth	Bulbring	isn’t	cast	in	the	same	mould	as	The	Hunger	Games	by	Suzanne	Collins,	as	so	many	recent	releases	have	been.	Instead,	the	work	has	a	grittier,	more	scratchy-behind-the-eyes	feel	that	one	would	expect	with	George	Orwell’s	1984.	Ettie,	also	known	as	Juliet	Seven,	isn’t	the	special	girl	with	the	super	abilities
who	is	going	to	save	the	world	and	overthrow	the	evil	ruling	elite.	She’s	no	one.	She’s	a	drudge,	a	young	woman	fated	to	work	in	a	menial	job.	Her	Mark,	which	she	desperately	tries	to	remove	throughout,	means	she’s	trapped	in	the	roles	cast	for	her	by	others.	We	discover	a	world	that	is,	as	Bulbring	puts	it,	“Post-Conflagration”.	What	exactly	went
wrong,	we	don’t	find	out.	Humanity	and	nearly	all	the	life	on	the	planet	(apart	from	flies)	have	been	driven	to	the	edge	of	extinction.	The	Machine	is	all	that	keeps	mankind	going,	regulating	a	rigid	caste	system	in	which	only	a	few	are	lucky	enough	to	number	among	the	Elite.	The	sun	is	no	longer	a	life-giving	source	of	light,	and	any	who	do	not	play	by
the	rules	in	this	harsh	world	are	deemed	Savage	and	cut	off	from	society.	When	not	training	for	her	future	in	service	of	the	Elite,	Ettie	is	also	part	of	a	criminal	underground	that	scams	the	“Posh”,	and	she	makes	no	excuses	for	behaviour,	nor	does	she	possess	many	redeeming	qualities.	Though	she’s	clearly	not	a	nice	person	–	and	some	of	her	nasty
comments	are	true	gems	–	her	devotion	to	her	friend	and	companion	Kitty,	for	whom	she	will	go	to	the	ends	of	the	earth	to	protect,	shines	through;	and	also	her	love	of	literature	that	transports	her	to	magical	worlds	so	vastly	different	from	the	reality	in	which	she	is	immersed.	The	main	theme	throughout	the	story	is	that	of	escape	and	not	being
satisfied	with	a	pre-ordained	lot.	Ettie’s	attempts	to	break	free	from	an	oppressive	system	lead	her	through	many	unpredictable	twists	and	turns;	as	soon	as	I	thought	I	knew	which	direction	Bulbring	was	going	to	take	readers,	she	confounded	my	expectations.	The	Mark	is	a	fast-paced,	gritty	and	uncomfortable	read	and	Bulbring	maintains	a	cracking
pace,	blending	elements	of	SF	dystopia	with	nuances	of	magical	realism.	Pick	this	one	up	if	you’re	looking	for	something	slightly	different.
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